RUF Worship Music Evaluation Sheet

Song Title:      
Author/Composer:      
Part One: The Song’s Words

Prerequisites: (Check box if PASS, no check if FAIL)

 FORMCHECKBOX 

1) The words are biblically/doctrinally true in every way.

 FORMCHECKBOX 

2) The words are distinctly Christian- i.e. they are either Trinitarian or make 


     unmistakable reference to the Work of God in Creation or Redemption.

Note: Please answer “No,” “Somewhat,” or “Yes” to each of the questions below and assign the appropriate point value to your answer

I. This song is “about” God- God is the subject discussed; not us…

  
1) God’s character or God’s works are the subject of the words and are developed in a 


    considerable way. (No = 0, Somewhat = 10, Yes = 20)
   
2) There is some kind of progression of thought; not merely repetition of thought. (0, 4, 7.5) 

II. This song is “to” God- God is the one we are addressing; not merely impersonal truths sung, but truths sung as an excellent “serenade” to the God we love… 

  
1) The words are a worthy offering to God- they show creativity and excellence. (0, 5, 10)
   
2) God is actually addressed in some fashion- i.e. either in the 2nd, or 3rd person God is 


    spoken to in the song. (0, 4, 7.5)
  
3) The Words can be sung “authentically” by our congregation- there is both enough 


    content to meaningfully express our praise and that content is not way beyond the 


    understanding of the large majority of the congregation. (0, 5, 10)
III. This song “edifies” all believers (Col 3:16-17) 

  
1) The words avoid excessive focus on us; they are more about God’s work for us than 


    our work for or feelings about God. (0, 5, 10)
  
2) Any call for or declaration of praise, confession, love, etc. is based on relevant and significant 

    truth about God and His works contained in some form in the song. (0, 5, 10)
   
3) A new believer/covenant child could comprehend some significant portion of the truth 
  
 
     presented in the song. (0, 2.5, 5)
   
4) The words express mature Christian truth. (0, 2.5, 5)
IV. This song is corporate in nature 

  
1) The words connect a worshipper with other believers in worship (e.g. using “we” not 


    “I” language). This song would be somewhat awkward if sung alone (good trait). (0, 5, 10)
   
2) The words connect worshippers with God’s people in other eras and other cultures 


    (consistent with the communion of the saints). (0, 2.5, 5)
Part 2: The Song’s Music

(For each of the following… No = 0, Somewhat = 10, Yes = 20)

  
1) The music appropriately matches the tone and message of the words.

  
2) The music is excellent in composition and is musically interesting.

  
3) This music is singable- not unnecessarily complex, nor pitched too high or too low, or 


    requiring too great a range.

    
4) Most worshippers would consider the music reverent, awe-filled, and joyful.

    
5) The music offers a style that is broadly accessible (understandable and not distracting) to most 

    worshippers with a little effort.
� This form is adapted and modified from Rev. Brian Janssen’s DM 802 Final Paper.





Numerical Rating

Word Score 0.0/100
Music Score ​​0/100

